DIVISION 4, 9STH INF REGT, 92ND DIV, LAC

NAME OF UNIT

HERMINEGILDO REFUERZO
UNIT CQMYARDING' OFFICER

1. Complaints

2, Investigeting Officer's Notes

3. Request for recan of the subil unti, w/roster (H. Refuerzo) -
13 Mar'46

4. NFG 1tr & TLR by Lts Bentley & Weber (Div 4, O5th Inf Regt
92nd Div, Oth MD - str: 448) - 12 Aug'46

5. _Resolution adovted by civilian grlas of Dagami, Leyte, dtd |
gn

15 Aug'47, requesting for consideration of the reguest for re

of the different units in Dagami, forwarded to_this Has by

HAP on 7 Oct'47
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BASIC: Resolution of Civilian Grlas of Dagami, Leyte, dtd 15
Aug 47, requesting recognition.

AGF3 let Ind DL/mqt
7 October 1947

T0¢ 0G, PHILRYCOM, APO 707 °
(Attn: G=3, GAD)

Forwarded for whatever action that Headguarters may
deemed appropriate in the premises.
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. Republic of the Philippines 3"
Bepartment of National Befense
il

September 25, 1947

The Chief of Staff
Army of the Philippines
Camp surphy, Wuezon City
sirs

There is enclosed herewith, for your information and
sppropriate action, a copy of a Resolution adopted by the
civilian guerrillas of Dagami, Leyte, on August 15, 1947,
petitioning for the recognition of the different units of the
guerrilla organization of the Municipality of Dagami, Leyte,
which were attached to "K' snd "I' companies,\g5th Inf Regt,
92nd Division (Guerrilla), under the command of kajor Alejan-
dro Balderian.

Respectfully,

By authority of the Secretary:

NMESTO CATALAN

Colonel (FA), GSC

Encl: Senior Military Assistant
As stated
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MINUTES OF THE MERTING OF COMMAMDING OFFICERS OF

DESERVING CIVILI:N GUERRILLAS OF DAGAMI,
LEYTE, HELD AT DAGAMI, LEYTE ON AUG~
UST 15, 1947.

EESQOLUZION
WHEHREAS, there are still thousands of deserving
eivilian guerrillas who are not yet recognized;

WHEREAS, the resistance movement in Leyte, wase
mnde effective bemause of the veluable serviees ren— .
dered by the oivilisn guerrillas; ‘ : J

WHEREAS, it will be injustice to those civilian
guerrillas who heve rendered full military services
if they will not be recognized;

BE IT RESOLVED THEREFORE, as it is hereby resol-
ved by this body, te petition as it is hereby peti-
tionsd to PHIIRYCOM to recognize the different Units
of the Guerrilla Organization of the muniolpeality of
Degemi, which wes attached to "K" Co.gmd "I™ Co., 95th
Inf. Reg., 92nd Division, (GUERRILLA) Leyte Arca Com-
msnd, of which Regiment was under the comuand of Me-
jor Alejsndro Balderien, for the sake of justice for
which many of our countrymen have dled for the cause

of Pgmoeracy.

BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER, that a copy of this re-
solution be furnished, His Exoellensy, the President
of the Philippines, the Hon. Prcsldcni of the Senate,
the Hom, Secretary of Nationnl Defense, the Hon. Re-
presentative for hhe 5th District for Leyte and to
apndro Balderian.

ANTONIO A. LOILO

Former ist Lieut. Former lst Lieut,
[) t II

WELIPE W, ;
Former let Lleut.
D"- I. mt IT.I- Di‘o 3, lhi‘l’- nh
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PORTUNARO SALVATIERRA FATON SUDARIO

Former Pnd Lieut, Former Sgt, Unit I,
M- _..?...' Div, IV
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eLETO PROXEL VIVINGIO BCLIA

former C8pt, Former Z2oir Lieut,
v, IV Undt I, Ddv, IV
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G-3 File Fo.-G8C _ _ _ W ' i 1 Date: ;
2 dugust 1946
SUBJECT: cognition, Tors of Gompunicanior
FROM a Division 4, 95 sign Letter

28 REFFRENCE i
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I .MORANDUNM FOR RECORD v -
It. Col. Hugh L. Carnahan: (P

X, The "DlVla]Oﬁ 4y 95th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Division, 9th Nilitary
District", consisting of 4Af menbers under the command of Herminegildo Refuerszo
has not beev Fﬂvcraulv considered for reecognition. The unit was under the over-
all command of Colonel Kangleon, but more immediately under lMajor ilejandro
Balderian. None of its members has been previously recognigzed.

2. Basis for non-recognition: ;i \

a. The unit was not maintained eatisfacterily in the field in opposition
to the enemy. The objectives of the unit were primarily passive, personal protection
rather than active harassing of the enemy.

b. Activities of the unit did not contribute uater3017v to the eventual
defeat of the enemy. The only activity that can Yegitimately be claimed for this
unit is the supplying of food for the combat forces of Balderian.

¢. A definite organizetion was not established. ~here was no training,
no scheduled meeting of members, or no organized plan of activity.

d. Unit did not show satdsfgctery £ontinuity of activily and organization,
Ag soon as the small contingent of 20 Vapanese was stationed in Tabontabon, the unit
became inactive. : % ! ;

e. Many members apparently.lived at home, supparting their families by
means of farming or other civilian purswits, and assisted the guerrilla unit on a
part time basis only.

3. The unit was purely a volunteer civilian home guard type unit; it had

(over)




/

Do weapons and no gombat. activitiés. Colonel Kangleon stated that the
volunteer civilian guards under his command were not military units.

Pﬁu_":&‘ GN S, BENTLEY, 2nd Lt., Inf,
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by Chief of Investigation Section (Capt. D. C. Purray) .
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June 1946

e

(1) ;| FROM: G T0:
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Lt, Bentely
Lt. Weber Lt. Col. H.L . Shaftoe

1. Attached hereto for approval are the following drafts
on the "Division 4, 95th Inf Regt, 92nd Divieion, 9th Military
district”,

a. Proposed M/R =
b. Letter of non-recognition o
¢, OContact team report e,

d., Unit Report Form ::2“;!..*/’
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28 July 1946

DIVISION 4, 95TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 92ND DIVISION, 9TH
MILITARY DISTRICT, TABOBTABON, LEYTE

In accordance with verbal instructions from Chief of Section, @uerrilla
Affairs, G=3, AFEBESPAC, Lieutenants Preston S, Bentddy end Adelbert Te
Weber proceeded to Tabon,Tabon, Dagami, Leyte to contact the "Division 4,
05th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Division, 9th Militery Pistrict" in order to
determingwhether or not this organization shpuld be recognized b y the
United States Armye. The following is e summary of the investibgetion
and besis for the recommeddatione

HISTORY

In April 1942, ﬁ\Etz'mil.mgilcl(:t Hofuerzo, teacher of the barrio of
Tabontabon, Dagami, Leyte, on his own initiative orgar;ized a unit of

Volgnteer Guardse At first he had no name for the unit, endreally no

definite pland for it. In May 1942, Major Alejandro Balderian, who hed

an armed force of guerrilles, eppointed Refuerzo capttifn. and gave him
Litrmiofias

the tesk of providing him unit with foodstuffey end alfaoﬂpaaaive protection

by a watcher system, At thie time Refuerzo's unit assumed the name of the
unit of Balderimh, and was known as "Division 4, 95th Infantry Regiment,

92nd Divieion",

The purpeose Refuerzo had in mind when he organized the unit was to

preserve peace andorder in the town, to build up the morale of the pecple

and to instill in the populace a faith in the United States and the Philippine

Commonweelth, He never had intentions of establishing a combat uhite

MADE
The men never mde a concerted effort to gather intelligence but when

theyﬁid stumble upon some while engaged in their wetcher syetem, they

gave this information to the unit of Balderian,



N Aroginy
oua

R

SSV'T

Tl

D

_ GHIATL

———

OCT

i

OO a®
FINDINGS

The following named persone are those interviewed by the contact
BHSIS
team and their statememts are the bade for the findings.and recommendation.

1. Col Ruperto Kenglecn, CO 9th Mil Dist

2, Major Alejandro Bglderian, CO 95th Regt.

3, Attorney Enerlam, Tacloban Leyte

4, Thomae Hernandez, Attorney Tefloban Leyte

5, “anuel Mundejer, newspaper man Tacloben Leyte
6, Williem McMannus, CIC Taecloban

7. Herminegildo Refuerzo, 00 of subject unit

8. Lucas Bibar, lst Lt.,

9., Gerardo Tolibas, 1t Off

10, Dionieio De le Cruz, lt.

11, Chief of police, Dagami Leyte,

During the interroga‘ion, Refuerzo the Cemmanding Officer was very
hesitant in his e.nawarsxami he had to constaently refer to papere in his

posseseion, He didn't know exactly when he organized the uni‘% nor did

he lknow the number of membe;a he had,

The unit performed purely home guard type duties. Thett main objective

wae to preserve peace and ordep in thefr own town; secondly it wes their

aim to build up the morale of the pecple, They set up & wetcher system to

wern the civilians of the approach of the Japenese, and in this watcher
system, esch man performed a tour of duty of about six hours a week. Moe t

of the membere-of this unit are farmers, and they took care of their own

ferms; andlived with their families at all times.

The unit never had any firemrms, not even home made onwes. The{ only
weapons they had were Woles. Obvicusly then this was not a combat unitys
After the Japanese came to Tebontabon in 1943, the group ¢ig nothing

! l:}d-’f G
whatscever, even gi—vd-ng up their watcher systemp There were Japanese

garrissoned in that barrio,
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The only activities this unit performed was to supply the fighting
ubhite under Balderian with food ahd clothing, At times they also fur-
nished Balderien with information, but that wes more hy accident then

by plan.

One of the members questioned didn't even know the name of the unit.
Members of this unit were femiliar with only the local situation, they
didn't know when Kangleon arrived, and they kmew little of his activites,

They didn't know that Balderian was under the ovérall commend of Kengleon.

As the greatest activity, they claim the production and procurement
of food for the members of Balderianb unit.

POLITICAL ASPECT
This unit has no epparent political affiiliasbions or aspirations,
RECOMMENDAT IONS

After careful consideration of the statements fif made by the interviewed
members and an analysis of the dbcuments presented, it is recommended
that the "Division 4, 95th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Division" be not favor=

ably coneidered for recognition.

g, Wil

il
%s. BENT ADELBFRT T, WEBER

% Lt., INF, 2d Lt., F.ho
0-1340045 0-1186558
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' UFIT“D STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC
st G-3 Guerrilla Affairs Branch
APO 707
28 June 1946
REPORT ON "DIVISION 4, 95TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 92ND DIVISION,

OTH MILITARY DISTRICT. TABONTABON, IEYTEM

In accordance with verbal instructions from Chief of Section,
Guerrilla nflal?", G-3, AFWESPAC, Lieutenants Preston S. B“ptle;
and Adelbert T. Weber proceeded is Tabcnt ibon, Dagami, Leyte to
cort et the "Division 4, 9)th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Division,

th Military District" in order to determine w,ethur o notthis
org:nlzation should be recognized by the United States Army. The
following is a summary of the investigation and basis for the re-
commeéndation.

In April 1942, Herminegildo Refuerzo, teacher of the barrio of

Tabontabon, Dagami, Leyte, on his own initiative organized a unit

of Volunteer Guards. At I'irst he had no name for the unit, and
really no definite plens for it. In May 1942, Major Alegandro Bal-
derian, who had an armed force of guerrilla, a“r01nted Refuerzo
captain, and gave him the task of providing his unit with foodstuffs
and also furnishin" passive protection by a watcher system. A% this
time Refuerzo's unlt assumed the name of the unit of Balderlan nd
was known as "Division 4, 95th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Divlslon"

The purpose Refuerzo had in mind when he organized the unit was
to preserve peace and order in the town, to build up the morale of
the pbﬂplb and to instill in the populace a faith in the United
States and the Philippine Commonwealth. He never had intentions of
establishing & combat unit.

The men never made a concerted effort to gather intelligence
but when they did stumble upon some while engaged in thelr watcher
system, they gave this information to the unit of Balderian.

ool faiwh AR,

. g:‘“'r.lm\ﬁ"iv t“,“f’
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the findings and
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The féllowing named persons are those
tact team and their statements are the basig
recommendations

1., "Col Ru CO 9th Mil Dist

g 2. Hajor 2\ian, CO 95th Regt.

N 3. Attory Yabban, Leyte

a 4. Thoma§ Ké ney, Tacloban, Leyte

5 5. NanuelZ\B¥e fypper man, Taeloban, Leyte
& 6. Williag C/Tacloban, Leyte

@ 7. Herminogwhhdo Refusgdd, CO os subject unit

T TS BE (VN Amopny
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8. Iucas Bibar, 1st Lt.

9. GCerardo Tolibas, Lt Off.

0. Dionisio de la Gruz, Lt. 5
11, Chief of Police, Dagami, Leyte.

The unit performed purely home guard type duties. The main

objective was to preserve peace in their own townj

secondly it was their aim to buil morale of the n“op
They set pp a watcher system to warn civiliens of the approach
of the Japanese, and in this watcher system, each man y?r?,rmﬂd
a btour of*duty of about six hours a week. lost of the members of
unit are farmers, and they tool care of their own farms, ahd
their families at all times.
never had any L?a;rns, not even home made ones. The
2k they had were bolo Obviously then this was not a
m After the JdTHquU came to Tabonbtabon in 1943, the
group did nothing whatsoeve they even gave un their watcher
system. There were 20 Jananes_ garrissaned in thet barrio.

The only activities this unit performed was to supply the
‘hting unit under Balderi with food and clothing. At times
y also furnished Balderian with information, but that was more
acclident than by plan.

._l

Cne of the members qrestionei didn't even know the name of
the unit. Members of thig unit were familiar with only the local
situaticn, they didn't know when hmﬁ leon arrlvad and they knew
little of his activities. They didn't know the ualderlan was
under the overall command of Kangleon.

As the greastest activity, they claim the production and pro-
curement of food for the members of Balderian's unit.

POLITICAL ASPECT

This unit bas no apparent political
raticns.

RECOMMENDATIONS

After careful conslderation of the statements made by the in-
terviewed members and an analysis of the documents presented, it
is recommended that the "Division 4, 9)t Infantry Reg iment, 92nd
Division" be not favorably considered for recognitlon.

G P

(D o
PRESTCN 8. BENTLE ADELBERT T. WEBER
2d Lt., INF. 84 Lt., F.A.

0-1340045 0 1186858
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IN THE PEILIFPINES

NINTHE MILITARY DISTRICT
95th Inf. Regt. 92nd Div.
OFFI0E DIVISION [V Srd Bn.

In The Field - BefFI

13 March, 46

The Headquarters
AFWESPAC AFO 707
Manila

Sir ;
T heve the homor to forward herewith the roster of the

Guerilla Unit under the command of Herminegéldo RSfuerzo, and under

my supervision and control for your recognition end appropriate

action .
Por 2o

R AL~
Attached nemes of officers and edlistedmen in my command »
| :

Very respectfully ,
W

'4%(,;4./ L:_';./( J.z_,
HERMINEGELDO mﬁm“?"

cOmmanding Officer (
95th Infs Regt.92nd Dive.

%!v
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\ M THE PHILIFFINES
Vi & NINTH MILITARY DISTRIGT
L 95th Inf. Regt. 92nd Div.

VAl OFFICE DIV. IV 3rd BN.

g In The Field

C'/ ) 13 March, 46
ROSTER

OFFICERS:

ls Capt sesessessss. Hermineldo Refuerzo (Commanding Officer)
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i D Form 1
\ Feb 45
Check list for Investisstion Teems and Daternmiration of
Guerrilla Units or Individusle for Recoznition
1 Division 4, Municipality of Dagami
Neme of Unit Location
{(z) _95th Inf Regt, 92nd Division, 9th Mil “istrict
Iene of overall comnand a
(») Mdjor “lejandro Belderian Dagami
Yame-of overall commendin: officer addrese
(¢) _Herminegildo Refuerzo Tabontabon
I'eme of unit commandin~ officer address
(¢) Nome
i'eme of uvsing unit
(e) Personal initiative 2 Apr 42 may 42
Luthority for orzanization of Tnit., 1) date orcanized 2) date reorganized
Nov 43
3) incctivated
(£) Strensth in officers =nd L 194> . 312 1943 312
sk T 19450 =i %6, T

Nona
vsed for renlecements to other units

(g) Persennel lost:

None

beceuse of dissetisfaction with units
None

beccuse of inter-urit querrels

i
Casurlties (Tnit) (Ind) dead wounded
0
(h) Personnel: _ g
USEFTE To. officers Er
(o] 0
B4, 0. officeérs EY
0 0
PUS. Yo, officers D Wik
10 362
Civiliens Mo, officers EM

Personnel procure conies of eny £.0., that ray effect eny of the nersonnel.

2, Eguipment: :
Belos bolos

(e) Wezpons aveilable (type) 1942 1943
bolos PR P PR
1944 1945 1946

How prosured
" DECLASSIFIED SR el

Authority 1\_'L \ XY




@0 &P

*AD For:(n ak
Feb 46
(v) Transportation availsble Trucks _None  lotor ceps _None
How procured purcihase swmm——= confiscation _=7===
capture =s=e—w- nilitary necessity _
(¢) Radios available for broadcasts Nons I
Radios aveilable for recention Nons
(@) Weapons still in hends of unit “one
(e) Vearons turned in by unit None To whon
3. kctivities includinz type During Occunation Liberation

(2) Provided food for armed soldiers
(b) _Guarded outposts

(c) relay messages

(d) _preduce peace and order in town
(e) Build up morale of populace,

(£)
(&)
(n)
(1)
(3)
(additional papers can be added)
4. MAccomplishments (chronologicel sequence)

(a) None

Destruction of Phil, proverty (bridpes) etec.
(b) None

Destruction of Jaopanese
(c) None

Cepture of Jananese proverty (includinz type)
(a) None

Eneny cesgualtied

5. lethods used to proture suprlies in locel sress.

(a) Nene
Amount purchased
(b)
Lmount doneted
foy e
Captured from Jepanese
(@) None

Landed from planes or other mebhods by U.S.

(1) Type in all cases

6. Contect and Liaison mointoined with other units. (friendly - otherwise)

None
(a)
Tame of units Locations

DECLASSIFIED

Authority N A



e0 irad

GAD Form 1
Feb 46
7. Conflicts with other Guerrille Units. Cause.

None

£. Conteet has been made by tean with aveilable sources for informstion,

(a) _Ohief of Police
Civilians in areas

—
(o]
—

Local zovernmental cuthorities

(c)

Locel I.F. Units as to present condition concernins unit under investi-
zation
(d) Major Balderian

Any other relizble source,

Control of Unit by their own officers

10. Disbanded
Units present activities

Tk, None
Politicel Aspescts

gion No Equipment
"Condition of equipnment on hand (2ll types)

13.

Influencing factors not otherwise specified

frnature of 11 oiﬁ ers from GAD vorkinc csse.
W ( ...{4,4/~ 4@*

P. 8, BENT ADFLBERT T, WEBER
2d Lt. Inf 2d Lt., F.A.

a

CGuerrilla Affairs Div 2-3
Form Vo 1 Feb 46

CLA?SHWED
Authomyi\h A
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